
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GEO Certified® Report  
Vadstena Golfklubb 
 
 
 
Prepared by independent verifier, Kerstin Antonsson 
 
Certified by GEO Foundation: October 2022  
Valid until: October 2025 
 

 



 
              

‘Vadstena Golfklubb has a strong commitment to sustainability and 
biodiversity and shows a great drive to change, but needs to improve its 
sustainability communication to members and the community so that all 
the fantastic efforts get the attention they deserve.  

The club contributes significantly to the community through its 
activities, creating a sense of belonging and sporting value among young 
people and in the rehabilitation of stroke patients.  

The area of natural habitats has been increased. Completed and 
ongoing flora and fauna inventories will lead to existing management 
plans being extended and more detailed.  

During the past period, the club has also invested heavily in installing 
solar panels, renewable energy investigation and efficiency. I look 
forward to following this progress to reduce climate impact and the new 
management plans for habitats to increase biodiversity.’ 
Kerstin Antonsson 

(GEO accredited independent verifier) 



 
              

Introduction 

 

GEO Foundation is pleased to confirm that Vadstena Golfklubb has successfully achieved GEO Certified® status for its outstanding work to foster nature, 
conserve resources and support the community.  
 
GEO Certified® is the most respected certification for golf, based on a credibly and transparently developed modern sustainability Standard of best 
practice. 
 
Vadstena Golfklubb has: 

1. Met the required certification criteria for sustainable golf operations 
2. Successfully completed the official third-party verification process  
3. Successfully passed the final evaluation by GEO Certification Ltd. (autonomous subsidiary of GEO Foundation) 

 
GEO agreed with the conclusions of the official verification report, that, having achieved all mandatory criteria; and with specific Continual Improvement 
Points (CIP) set for the future, Vadstena Golfklubb should be awarded GEO Certified® status. 
 
For the certification period stated above, Vadstena Golfklubb can therefore claim a position as a leader in advancing sustainability in golf – making 
important contributions in protecting nature, conserving resources and strengthening communities.   
 
The GEO Certified® Report that follows comments on the actions undertaken against the criteria, as observed by the independent verifier during the 
assurance process.   
 
Certification is nearly always the result of a dedicated team effort resulting in many practical and valuable social and environmental results around the golf 
course, maintenance facility and clubhouse.  These dedication and leadership qualities are an important part of ensuring the resilience of the golf facility 
and the golf industry into the future and also as part of society’s wider effort to pull together for people and planet.   
 
We congratulate all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 
Kelli Jerome 

Executive Director, GEO Foundation 

 

Richard Allison 

Manager, GEO Certified Facilities 

 

Jonathan Smith 

Founder and Executive Director, GEO Foundation 

GEO Certification Ltd. Board Member  



 
              

Verification and Certification  

 

Verification 

The official third-party audit was carried out by an independent verifier, accredited by GEO to undertake verifications of golf facilities applying for 

certification. 

Verification involves reviewing practices and data, using the International Voluntary Standard for Sustainable Golf Operations as the guide to ensure 

comprehensive and consistent evaluation of performance.  A detailed verification report is submitted for evaluation by GEO Certification Ltd, a subsidiary of 

GEO Foundation. 

 
Certification  

GEO Certification Ltd, an autonomous subsidiary of GEO Foundation [both not-for-profit entities], undertook a full review of all content submitted through 

the OnCourse® online platform and the report submitted by the verifier, ensuring: 

 

• Comprehensiveness – that activities undertaken touched on all elements of the Standard 

• Consistency – that the verification approach was balanced, well weighted and with consistent depth of evaluation across each theme 

• Accuracy - matching the verification report with evidence submitted by the golf facility to ensure statements and claims were accurate 

 

GEO Foundation is an international not-for-profit founded to advocate, support and reward sustainability in and through golf.  Over more than ten years, the 
group has worked collaboratively with dozens of golf industry associations and government and non-government organisations around the world, to help 
golf become a sustainability leader, striving for a net positive social and environmental impact. In addition to managing and assuring GEO Certified®, GEO 
Foundation also provides a suite of credible, practical programmes for golf facility management, new golf developments and golf tournaments called 
OnCourse®, often delivered in partnership with national golf bodies.  Find out more at www.sustainable.golf 
 

 
Credibility  

GEO Certified® is part of the ISEAL Alliance, a group of the world’s foremost credible certification systems including Fairtrade, Rainforest Alliance, Forest 

Stewardship Council, Marine Stewardship Council and many others.  GEO Foundation earned and retains full membership of the ISEAL Alliance global 

association following a rigorous evaluation against the ISEAL Codes of Credibility in Sustainability Standards and Certification.  The ISEAL Codes cover 

standard-setting, assurance, and monitoring and evaluation.   Find out more at www.isealalliance.org 

http://www.sustainable.golf/
http://www.isealalliance.org/


 
              

 

Verifier’s Report  
 
 

The Sustainability Agenda for golf covers the following themes and action areas: 

 

THEMES ACTION AREAS 

Nature 
• Habitats & Biodiversity 

• Turfgrass management 

• Pollution prevention 

Resources 
• Water 

• Energy 

• Materials 

Community 
• Partnerships & Outreach 

• Golfing & Employment 

• Advocacy & Communications 
 

 
Included below are the observations made by the Independent Verifier against each item in the Standard.    

 

 
NATURE 

N1 Habitats and Biodiversity 

Objectives Requirements Mandatory Practices Verifier Notes 

N1.1 Understand the 
site and 
surroundings 

N1.1.1 Sound 
understanding of the 
nature and landscape 
value of the site 

Map all habitats and vegetation types on the 
site; 
Regularly update landscape / biodiversity 
surveys 

The Golf Club is located on an old seabed. Land use before the golf 
course's time was probably farmland and possibly grazing oak 
woodlands. No nature values with special protection or restrictions are 
identified at the facility.  



 
              

  
Areas between the playing surfaces are old oak parks and flatland, as 
well as smaller wetlands and ponds. 
 
Habitats are outlined on a map. Three different biotopes characterize the 
vegetation: 
 
1. Former pastures with old oak trees are estimated to be about 

250-300 years old. Here you will find a rich flora with many 
different grass species, herbs, and flowers. In this sub-area, 
other trees of a certain age, such as ash, horse chestnut, and 
elm. 

2. Forest land mainly consists of dry species-poor natural 
conditions, but there is also a specific element of marsh with its 
typical character. Deciduous forest is the dominant forest type. 

3. Most of the course consists of old arable land. Along the edges 
of the fields, ditches, and high roughs, there are lots of meadow-
like flora that benefit from the fact that the area is only cut off 
once a year. In this sub-area, there are only planted deciduous 
trees and shrubbery, with an age of about 35 years. 

 
A more detailed map with an associated management plan will be 
produced after the ongoing inventory of the hired company Calluna 
(natural environment consultant) has been completed during the autumn. 
 

N1.1.2 Knowledge of 
legal designations for 
protected areas, habitats 
and species 
 

Understand legal responsibilities for 
protected landscapes and species;  
Record and monitor protected, endangered, 
or rare species found on the site 
 

The club is very committed to increasing its knowledge of the habitats, 
species, and development of biodiversity within the club area. Interested 
members have contributed a lot to the recent inventory activities. 
 
Ongoing and implemented surveys will be analyzed wide, and the list of 
red-listed and conservation-worthy species will be reviewed. 
 
The club’s Environment Section has compiled a report of flora and fauna 
inventories and species lists. 
 

 N1.1.3 Understanding 
and respect for cultural 
heritage 
 

Protect any archaeological, historical or 
cultural designations on the site 
 

According to the National Heritage Board, two tombs marked by stone / 
blocks are in the area. Cultivation stones and earth mounds partially 
cover the marking stones.  
 

N1.2 Opportunities 
to naturalise the 
course 
 

N1.2.1 Measures taken to 
identify and minimise the 
required area of 
managed turfgrass 
 

Observe, track and / or monitor golfer play 
 

No specific measures have been taken to measure golfers' play or 
actively reduce the managed turfgrass area. 



 
              

N1.3 Actively 
manage habitats for 
wildlife 
 

N1.3.1 Projects to 
manage habitats in the 
best way for wildlife and 
golf 
 

Regularly review and follow a habitat 
management plan; 
Prioritise native species when planting and 
landscaping 
 

The course balances the playing surface's size and the surrounding nature 
(out-of-play areas). Natural corridors for vegetation and wildlife link these 
areas across the course and help to increase biodiversity. The habitats 
have been strengthened with dead trees and high stumps.  
 
Deadwood and fauna depots have been constructed.  
 
When inventories of the natural environments and the report from Calluna 
come, analysis and development of management plans adapted for each 
proposed area are made.  
 
CIP 
When all the interventions are compiled and analyzed, detailed 
management plans will be developed for the identified habitats. The 
management plans shall form the basis for managing and enhancing 
biodiversity.  
 
Once the ongoing flora and fauna initiatives are completed, the club will 
discuss the possibilities of selecting indicator species that can represent 
the well-being of the natural values to be preserved. 
 
When replanting trees, cuttings are taken from existing trees on the 
course. 
 
The club has landscaped elongated flower meadows that serve as 
excellent corridors for various species. 
 
The newly established pond has been equipped with a small island with a 

tree and high-growth grass as a shelter for fauna. Attempts have been 

made to spread rare species, such as narrowleaf cattail (Typha 

angustifolia), to the new pond to increase biodiversity.  

The club's "pond group" helps to clear the ponds 6-10 times annually to 

make the micro life and habitats work for bugs and insects.    

 

N1.4 Conserve key 
species 
 

N1.4.1 Practical 
conservation measures 
for priority species 
 

 Conservation measures for priority species must be considered when the 
inventories are completed and management programs are developed. 
 
Precautions are taken to protect the presence of salamanders, when 
cleaning and maintaining the ponds. 
 

N2 Turfgrass 
 

   



 
              

N2.1 Maintain 
optimum turf and 
soil health 

N2.1.1 Appropriate 
turfgrass varieties 
adapted to climatic and 
other geomorphological 
factors 
 

Select appropriate grass species for climate   
 

The dominant turfgrass species on the course are Poa annua, Poa 
pratensis, Agrostis stolonifera/palustris, Agrostis tenuis/capillaris, Festuca 
arundinacea, Festuca rubra, Festuca longifolia,  
Lolium perenne.  
 
When choosing grass varieties and support seeding, drought resistance, 
shade resistance, wintering ability, resistance to diseases, wear 
resistance, and heat resistance species are considered.  
 
 

N2.1.2 Practices to 
maintain good soil 
structure and condition 
 

 On hole 10, increased aeration has been carried out to improve water 
penetration and thus get the ground slightly drier. 
 
Deep and vertical cutting is carried through. Cutting heights are adjusted, 
and aeration of the turf surface is carried out. Cut grass is returned on 
fairways. 
 
See also N2.1.3 
 

N2.1.3 Careful and 
responsible fertiliser 
application throughout 
the year to avoid over-
fertilisation 
 

Undertake soil tests and nutrient analysis 
 

Soil pH is tested. 
 
CIP 
Soil and nutrient analyses have not been taken on the course in the last 
four years, and a predetermined amount of fertilizer is applied annually. If 
the absence of soil samples/analysis is a new approach and not a 
temporary economic restraint, this should preferably be objectively 
evaluated and documented. This is to ensure the risk that eutrophication 
does not occur and the risk that the grass surfaces are depleted of 
macro- and micronutrients, which in the long run can compromise the 
surfaces' resistance to, e.g., pests, diseases, resilience, and wear. The 
need for managing resources and course may increase afterward, and 
the playing quality may affect the club's member satisfaction and the 
club's attractiveness.   
 

N2.2 Prioritise 
mechanical 
maintenance 
 

N2.2.1 Non-chemical 
pest, disease and weed 
management 
 

Sharpen mowing blades;  
Remove surface moisture;  
Hand weeding 
 

Mowing blades are continuously sharpened.  
 
The machines are washed frequently.  
 
The surface moisture is removed. 
 
 

N2.3 Use chemicals 
responsibly 

N2.3.1 Application of 
chemicals only when 
necessary to prevent or 
cure defined / identified 
turf health issues 

Establish patterns and levels of risk for pests 
and diseases;  
Scout the course daily for early signs of 
pests and disease;  
Accurate pest and disease identification;  

Greens and fairways are visually inspected during daily management. 
In recent years, the club has drawn attention to an increased number of 
diseases and occasions of pests. 
 



 
              

 Map and track pest and disease hotspots;  
Establish pest and disease thresholds 
 

A map with indicator locations for early signs of diseases and pests is in 
place. 
 
CIP 
It is important that new diseases and their occurrences are documented 
and that any new indicator sites for first signs are updated. Climate 
change and longer growing seasons can mean faster and new or 
changing dispersal areas. A risk analysis can therefore be useful to 
increase the possibility of preventive measures. 
 

N2.3.2 Application of 
chemicals with full safety 
precautions 
 

Use only legally registered and approved 
products;  
Ensure staff are fully qualified and licenced 
to use pesticides;  
Regularly calibrate and test applicators;  
Use appropriate protective equipment;  
Dilute and dispose of leftover product on 
untreated areas of turf   
 

The club has permission to spread chemical pesticides on the properties 
where the course is landscaped.  
 
Application equipment is functionally tested and approved, by the 
Swedish Board of Agriculture, to be used for the spread of pesticides. 
 
Current training and licenses are available to handle pesticides. 
 
CIP 
The club hires an external rodent control company. The club should 
request that the company update the information on placed containers, as 
this is incorrect. 
 

N3 Pollution 
Prevention 
 

   

N3.1 Prevent 
pollution across the 
entire site 

N3.1.1 Practical 
measures to ensure 
pollution risks are 
minimised from golf 
course operations 

Document procedures for emergency spill 
responses;  
Maintain mowing buffer zones around water 
and all ecologically sensitive areas;  
Maintain spraying and spreading buffer 
zones around water and all ecologically 
sensitive areas;  
Create a map / aerial visual reproduction, 
drawing etc of the course showing buffer 
zones and no-spray, no-spread areas. 

The club makes a major effort to recover surplus water from the 
agricultural industry by collecting agricultural drainage from a catchment 
area of 180 hectares. The water is not just an irrigation resource for the 
club. When used for irrigation, existing nutrients are re-used to reduce 
eutrophication in the nearby recipient (bird lake Tåkern). 
 
A map of buffer zones and their safety distances are in place. 
 
In the emergency procedure, in the event of a spill, a predisposition is 
located in clearly visible places in connection with the storage of chemical 
preparations. 
 
Information about when pesticide application takes place on the course is 
provided on the bulletin board and website. 
 

N3.1.2 Practical 
measures to ensure 
pollution risks are 

Ensure all hazardous materials are safely 
and securely stored; 
Ensure compliance with all required 

Hazardous waste and wastewater discharge comply with the required 
demands in legislation. 
 



 
              

minimised from 
clubhouse operations 
 

standards and systems for hazardous waste 
and wastewater discharge 
 

An approved company (Tekniska Verken) of hazardous waste is 
engaged. 
 

N3.1.3 Practical 
measures to ensure 
pollution risks are 
minimised from 
maintenance facility 
operations 
 

Ensure wash areas are on impermeable, 
leak-free surfaces; 
Mixing and loading of pesticides and 
fertilisers over an impermeable surface;  
Triple rinse pesticide containers and 
applicators 
 

The storage of chemical products and pesticides is done in an exemplary 
way with excellent order. Waste troughs are used, and decontamination 
agents are available. Storage takes place on impermeable surfaces 
without floor drains, and pesticides are stored locked away. 
 
An excellent job of reducing the number of chemicals used at the club 
has been done. Printed safety data sheets are located near the 
immediate area where chemical products are used. 
 
An impermeable wash area with a concrete slab is available for machine 
wash and cleaning of devices. 
 
Sprayer equipment is cleaned on dedicated surfaces. 
 
The club was audited by the supervisory authority in 2022 with regard to 
the handling of pesticides and plant protection products, and no 
deviations were found. 
 

N3.2 Safely manage 
hazardous 
substances 

N3.2.1 Legal compliance 
in the storage, handling, 
application and safe 
disposal of all hazardous 
substances 
 

Maintain a register of hazardous materials 
available to authorised staff;  
Safe storage in secure and ventilated 
concrete or metal building;  
Sufficient storage capacity;  
Impermeable flooring;  
Spill containment kits present;  
Emergency wash area;  
Fire extinguisher in the immediate area;  
Secondary containment for fuel, either 
externally constructed, or integrally 
manufactured;  
Regular inspection of storage tanks 
 

Fire extinguishers are located in all buildings. 
 
First aid materials such as eyewash fluid and wound protection are 
available as well as personal protection equipment (goggles, hand 
gloves, etc.). Spill accident materials are in place.  
 
The diesel and gasoline cisterns are double-walled, have overfill 
protection, and meet legal requirements. They are regularly controlled 
and approved by authorities. 
 
 

N3.3 Responsibly 
manage waste / 
storm water 

N3.3.1 Appropriate 
wastewater usage and 
discharge licences 

Wastewater discharge licence;  
Appropriate treatment of machinery wash 
water (impermeable surface, oil / grease / 
clipping separation) 
 

Near the machine hall is an impermeable concrete wash pad with a 
separation filter / well. The wash pad is according to current regulations, 
and the recipient is a pond in the course. 

 

 

 



 
              

 RESOURCES 
 

   

R1 Water 
 

   

Objectives Requirements Mandatory Practices Verifier Notes 

R1.1 Minimise water 
demand 
 

R1.1.1 Measures to reduce 
the need to consume water 
 

Target irrigation to essential playing 
surfaces only 
 

CIP 
Although the water supply is abundant and the course acts as a 
eutrophication treatment plant for agricultural drainage, the club should 
discuss and review the irrigation over time because it has a generally 
high current water consumption. 
 

R1.2 Maximise water 
efficiency 

R1.2.1 Practical measures to 
use water more efficiently on 
the golf course 
 

Conduct regular irrigation 
performance checks;  
Provide staff training on efficient 
irrigation practices;  
Ensure effective application of 
water to target areas;  
Ensure irrigation schedules are 
informed by weather patterns and 
soil moisture analysis  
 

A soil moisture sensor is regularly used to assess the need for 
irrigation. 
 
A digital irrigation program (Rainbird) exists to optimize irrigation. 
Irrigation is managed based on weather and precipitation forecasts.  
 
5 – 10 fairway sprinklers are replaced per year to improve the irrigation 
facility.  
 
 

R1.2.2 Practical measures to 
use water more efficiently in 
buildings 
 

Audit water use regularly;  
Review bills frequently and look for 
irregularities; 
Encourage water-saving practices 
amongst staff and visitors;  
Categorise and track water 
consumption 
 

Water used in the clubhouse, toilets, locker rooms, and restaurant, 
comes from the municipality drinking water supply, and the machine hall 
has its supply via groundwater.  
 
Water consumption in the clubhouse and other buildings is identified. 
New low-flush toilets are installed. 
 

R1.3 Source water 
responsibly 
 

R1.3.1 Measures towards 
alternative, lower quality 
sources of water 

Ensure appropriate water 
abstraction permit and reporting, as 
required 
 

The club has built a new pond to ensure surface water availability for 
irrigation. See the description under objective N3.1. 
 

R2 Energy 
 

   

R2.1 Reduce energy 
demand 
 

R2.1.1 Measures to reduce 
the amount of energy 
consumed in course 
maintenance 
 

Minimise areas of managed turf to 
reduce mowing, irrigation, and turf 
inputs 
  

The club has purchased alternative slower-acting nitrogen fertiliser for 

applications on fairways, which has a smaller overall climate impact. 

 

Mowing, irrigation, and other energy-consuming efforts in natural areas 

that are not in play have been reduced. 

 



 
              

 

R2.2 Maximise energy 
efficiency 

R2.2.1 Measures to use 
energy and fuels more 
efficiently in buildings 
 

Audit energy use regularly; 
Regularly review bills;  
Categorise and track energy 
consumption 
 

The clubhouse has new façade paneling, and all windows are replaced 
with well-insulated triple-glazed windows with good lambda value. 
 
An energy performance investigation was done for the clubhouse in 
2022. The report contains the current status and suggestions for 
improvement. 
 
The restaurant and office have installed new heat pumps (air/air) that 
improve indoor climate and energy consumption. The air source heat 
pumps replaced heating with direct-acting electric radiators during 
winter. 
 
Sensors for indoor lighting and energy-efficient outdoor lighting with 
motion detectors and timers are available. 
 

R2.3 Source energy 
responsibly 

R2.3.1 Measures to source 
alternative, renewable forms 
of energy 
 

Determine potential sources of 
renewable energy in the area and 
on-site, through renewable energy 
providers 
 

Environmentally friendly electricity is purchased. 
 
The club has installed solar panels on the machine hall's roof to 
produce renewable energy. The plant produces 125,000 kWh per year. 
The production of solar electricity takes place when the consumption at 
the plant is at its highest and gives an excellent outcome. 
 
The club has installed two charging stations for electric cars. 
 
Two new golf carts on electricity have been purchased, and the club 

have also continued only to buy electrically powered hand tools 

such as trimmers and leaf blowers.  

 

R3 Materials 
 

   

R3.1 Reduce materials 
demand 
 

R3.1.1 Products and 
materials selection based on 
necessity, including 
opportunities for recycled, 
reused and locally sourced 
alternatives 
 

Undertake a review of materials 
consumed 
 

When it comes to using chemicals in the machine hall, very good work 
has been done to reduce the number of chemicals. 
 
The club's cooperation with various companies has helped them with 
ball-picking in ponds. About 25,000 balls have been picked up, and this 
causes less rubber waste in nature.  
 

R3.2 Purchase 
responsibly 

R3.2.1 Practical use of an 
ethical / environmental 
purchasing policy 
 

Adopt a sustainable, or ethical / 
environmental purchasing policy to 
maximise the use of locally sourced 
goods and goods made from 
recycled, recyclable and certified 
materials 
 

The club's sustainability and environmental policy states, among other 
things, that the club must choose technology, materials, and transport 
with the least possible environmental impact and economize with raw 
materials, energy, and other non-renewable resources 
 
The coffee purchased at the club and used by the staff, are climate 
compensated, and come from sustainably certified agriculture.  



 
              

 

R3.3 Reuse and recycle 
 

R3.3.1 Waste stream 
separation for maximum 
recycling and re-use 
opportunity 
 

Demonstrate waste separation, 
reuse and recycling;  
Track how much waste goes to 
landfill, or is reused / recycled  
 

The club complies with waste management regulations. Waste is sorted 
into several fractions to be recycled as materials or energy.  
 
Labeled bins and containers are placed in the club area and machine 
hall. 
 

R3.4 Demonstrate legal 
compliance 
 

R3.4.1 Compliance with all 
local and regional waste 
management regulations 
 

Use authorised waste and recycling 
contractor for general, hazardous, 
industrial and green waste 
 

Hazardous waste is collected and handled in good order of the 
respective types of waste.  
 
Collection and follow-up of sorted material and waste are done through 
an agreement with the approved supplier. 
 

 

 

 

 COMMUNITY 
 

   

C1 Outreach 
 

   

Objectives Requirements Mandatory Practices Verifier Notes 

C1.1 Diversify access 
and provide multi-
functionality 
 

C1.1.1 Social and recreational 
activities at the facility 
 

 Vadstena GK has a number of partner clubs, meaning that members 
can play at reduced green fees at these clubs. 
 
 

C1.2 Provide for 
volunteering and 
charity  
 

C1.2.1 Opportunities available 
for volunteering and support 
of charities and good causes 
 

 Due to drought and lack of grazing in 2022, the roughs were mowed, 
and the grass became fodder for farm animals. 

C1.3 Establish active 
community 
partnerships 
 

C1.3.1 Positive and 
constructive engagement with 
neighbours, the local 
community and other groups 
 

Create a 'sustainability working 
group' 
 

The club's professional visits the municipality's schools yearly to talk 
about golf and offer try-out days for children and young people. 
 
In winter, indoor putting training has been arranged on local padel 
tennis courts. 
 

C2 Golfers & 
Employees 
 

   



 
              

C2.1 Improve health 
and wellbeing 
 

C2.1.1 Benefits to human 
physical and mental health 
from golf and facility activities 
 

 The club conducts handigolf together with the stroke unit from nearby 
hospitals. Meetings with activities are carried out with the disabled. 
 
A defibrillator is available at the clubhouse entrance. 
 
You mainly walk on the court when you play it, which gives good 
opportunities for better health. Golf carts are offered to players with 
disabilities. 
 
The restaurant and office have had new heat pumps (air/air) installed, 
which have significantly improved the indoor climate for the employees. 
 
The club has exemplarily started several activities to increase the joy 
and belonging to both golf and presence at the facility:  
 

• Training group for ladies/girls  
Drop-in training in groups for women aims to increase belonging and 
playing levels by increasing playing knowledge.  
 

• Get started training in a group 
Training in groups aims to increase the gaming experience by 
increasing gaming knowledge.  
 

• Girls' venture  
Activities for girls both at the golf course and outside to increase 
belonging and joy to play and socialize. Activities can include dark golf, 
high ropes course, and cooking, and these activities are performed in 
conjunction with other clubs in the district. 
 

• " Boys hang out " 
Initiative for boys to enjoy spending time on the golf course. Exercise, 
play, have coffee, or just hang out. Professional young ex-members 
have been leaders in inspiring and creating role models. 
 

C2.2 Be open and 
inclusive 
 

C2.2.1 Inclusivity and 
diversity in membership and 
visitor policies 
 

Demonstrate inclusive policies for 
members and visitors 
 

There are clubs and equipment for juniors who want to start training and 
playing golf. The aim is that the interest in starting to play golf should 
not be financially dependent. 
 
Vadstena Gk is part of the Swedish Golf Association's long-term 
change work for an equal and inclusive golf Sweden, with a more even 
gender distribution among golfers and in leading positions as a goal. 
The club participates in a project known as 50/50. 
 
The club has had a project to make the course more accessible by 
adding a shorter tee 45/orange. Through surveys, the club received a 
basis for being able to build regular tees in the right place. At present, 



 
              

not all tee 45 are built. All holes will be rebuilt so that all tee boxes are 
equal, as the club has financial conditions. 
 
 

C2.3 Employ fairly and 
safely, and provide 
career opportunities 
 

C2.3.1 Ethical and legal 
employment, working 
conditions and professional 
development 
 

Follow all relevant national 
legislation and best practice for 
employment, health & safety etc 
 

The club uses the digital software program Reddibo to support 
occupational and safety management. Safety data sheets are stored 
here, among other instructions. 
 
The course manager and team have done exemplary work to reduce 
the number of chemicals, paints, and oils on-site.  
The work is entirely in line with the product selection principle of the 
Swedish Environmental Code and the substitution of chemicals.  
 
The course manager documents daily actions and also enters future 
events that must be monitored as they occur. This means that all self-
monitoring documents are in the Reddibo software. 
 

C3 Communications 
 

   

C3.1 Engage golfers 
and members 
 

C3.1.1 Communications 
activities that raise awareness 
and understanding amongst 
members and visitors 
 

Provide information on the facility's 
sustainability commitments, actions, 
or achievements 
 

The club informs its members via visible notices at the entrance and 
website. Here they can see, among other things, the results of the 
recent energy audit of the clubhouse and the GEO certificate.  
 
The club has good neighborly cooperation and has set up safety nets 
for golf balls to prevent entries on plots. 
 
CIP 
The club has identified that they can become better at communicating 
their good sustainability work on social media and to members and in 
contact with society. The club will be working on this over the next 
three-year period.  
 
To measure whether the club achieves its goals, they use statistics and 
surveys in the players1 platform (statistics platform linked to the Golf-IT 
system). The values indicate the members' satisfaction with different 
parts of the club. The club's value in 2022 is 71, which is four units up 
against the previous year. Compared to the average in Sweden, it is 31 
and 39 units better than the average in the county of Östergötland. 
 
 

C3.2 Celebrate and 
promote sustainability 
 

C3.2.1 Activities that raise 
awareness and engage 
people in the wider 
community 
 

Provide evidence of external 
communications and community 
engagement 
 

The club collaborates with the stroke unit and has an exemplary 
commitment to junior training with a national recognition and catchment 
area. 
 



 
              

The club has regular and good relations with local and regional 
authorities. 
 
The logo on the club's website indicates that the club is GEO certified 
and is working on SGF's project 50/50. 
 
The club has set up boards with their core values to show how they 
should behave towards each other, which makes it easier to point out if 
someone behaves inappropriately. All new members receive an 
information letter where vision and values are presented. 
 
The restaurant offers frozen lunchboxes for sale to reduce food waste. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Golf and Sustainability 

Among all sports, golf has a particularly close relationship 
with the environment and communities, golf facilities can 

bring many benefits to people and nature - from the 
protection of greenspace and conservation of biodiversity; 

healthy recreation for all ages; local supply chains; and jobs, 
tourism and other forms of economic value. 

Adopting a more sustainable approach is also good for golf. 
It’s about presenting a high-quality golf course and providing 
a memorable experience in natural surroundings. It’s about 
being as efficient as possible. And it’s about supporting the 

community in a range of ways that bring increased 
recognition, respect and contact. 

At a broader level, it's important that golf credibly 
demonstrates its commitment, and its social and 

environmental value – strengthening the sport’s image and 
reputation for the long term. 

Golf facilities that participate in OnCourse®, an international 
sustainability initiative assured by the non-profit GEO 

Foundation, are taking a comprehensive approach and 
striving to be leaders in the community. 

Find out more at www.sustainable.golf 

http://www.sustainable.golf/

